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Bob Hicks and the wr i t e r made a r econna i s sance of the proposed parking 
facil i ty s i t e , approx imate ly 3600 feet southeast of Silver City. In addition, we 
inspected a por t ion of the c o g - a s s i s t r a i l r o a d a l ignment between the parking 
facil i ty and the nHigh Bridge1 1 d ra inage . The purpose of this vis i t was to 
evaluate the soi l and geologic conditions as they might influence const ruct ion 
of the park ing facil i ty and r a i l r o a d . 

The p roposed parking s t ruc tu re would be located approximate ly 3 00 to 
400 fee t ' no r th of the r i v e r and 100 feet or m o r e above the s t r e a m bed. The 
site is at app rox ima te ly Elevat ion 6500 feet, with the slope about 25 pe rcen t 
down to the south. The a r e a is covered with a re la t ive ly dense growth of la rge 
t r e e s . 

The a r e a is under la in by grani t ic rock (granodior i te) . However, no 
la rge ou tc rops of ha rd , unweathered rock were observed . The State Division 
of Highv/ays has pe r fo rmed a geophysical survey along a proposed highway 
al ignment approxi ina te ly 1200 feet nor th of the s i te , at an elevation approximate ly 
600 feet above the s i t e . The survey indicates there is about ten feet of soil or 
decomposed gran i te m a t e r i a l . Beneath the soil and decomposed grani te is 
highly wea the red rock to a depth on the o rde r of 60 to 80 feet below the ground 
su r face . It is the opinion of the State Highway Depar tment geologis ts that 
the upper 60 to 80 feet of soil could be excavated using D-9 cats with modera te 
to heavy r ipp ing . The extent to which these conditions a r e p re sen t at the 
proposed pa rk ing s t r u c t u r e site a r e not known at this t i m e . However, there 
is probably 20 to 30 feet of soi l and weathered rock which could be excavated 
without b l a s t ing . 

It is r e c o m m e n d e d that a geophysical survey be perfor 
at the park ing s t r u c t u r e site to m e a s u r e the se i smic velocity 
of the under lying soi l and rock m a t e r i a l s . This would p e r m i t 
a be t te r evaluat ion of the depths to hard rock, and the overa l l 
excavat ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the subsurface m a t e r i a l s . 
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It is unlikely that any la rge spr ings will be encountered in modera te ly 
deep excavat ions , since the drainage along the ea s t e rn edge of the proposed 
s t ruc tu re is quite deep, and probably provides subsurface dra inage . 

It appea r s f rom a brief inspect ion of por t ions of the proposed c o g - a s s i s t 
r a i l r oad al ignment that no unusual foundation or geologic p rob lems exis t . Because 
of the l a rge dra inage , (High Bridge) approximate ly a mi le u p s t r e a m f rom the 
proposed parking s t ruc tu re , a route which would take the r a i l r o a d along the 
southern bank of the r i v e r has been proposed . If this route is se lected, two 
t r e s t l e s would be r equ i r ed to c r o s s the r i v e r . It appea r s that the re a r e 
suitable t r e s t l e s i t e s . The c lear span of the downs t ream t r e s t l e , however , 
could be cons iderab le . 

In evaluating the new parking s t ruc tu re location, it appears that the 
foundation and site development cos ts would be somewhat l e s s than the or iginal ly 
proposed site adjacent to the High Bridge dra inage . The cost for developing 
the n e c e s s a r y al ignment for the cog r a i l r oad would have to be taken into account, 
including the t r e s t l e s r equ i r ed to c r o s s the r i v e r . In addition, cons idera t ion 
would ha.ve to be given to the util i ty (water and sewage) cos ts at th is m o r e 
dis tant location. 
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